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The Exaltation of Christ 
There is no blacker scene in history than the death 
of our perfect and innocent Saviour, Jesus, the Son of God. 
Even the physical elements of the universe chorused their 
disapproval at His crucifixion. Luke tells us, "And it was 
now about the sixth hour, and a darkness came over the 
whole land until the ninth hour, the sun's light failing: and 
the veil of the temple was rent in the midst" (Luke 23: 
44, 45). 
Apparently the forces of sin and unrighteousness had 
triumphed as Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus, a 
Jewish ruler, hastily buried Jesus . Not only had the Son 
of God not had a place where to rest His living body, but 
now there was no place to lay His dead body except in 
the borrowed tomb of a friend. With the burial of Christ's 
dead body His humiliation was complete. Notice Paul's 
description of the humiliation of Christ. "Have this mind 
in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: who existing in 
the form of God, counted not the being on an equality 
with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, 
taking the form of a servant, being made in the likeness 
as a man, he humbled himself, becoming obedient even 
unto death, yea, the death of the cross" (Philippians 2: 
5-8). 
We are here today , talking with you, because these 
sorrowful events were not the final word from heaven. God 
had other things in mind! On the following Sunday, the 
first day of the new week, three days after the crucifixion , 
the crucified Jesus became the resurrected Christ. Peter was 
the first gospel preacher to announce this great truth to 
the world, proclaiming it to the very people who had 
killed our Lord. "Let all the house of Israel therefore know 
assuredly, that God hath made him both Lord and Christ, 
this Jesus whom ye crucified" ( Acts 2: 3 6). Just a few 
minutes earlier in the same sermon , Peter emphatically 
declared, "This Jesus did God raise up , whereof we all 
are witnesses" (Acts 2 :32). 
Paul, writing at a later date in the same century, 
could not leave his description of the humiliated Christ 
without telling of the subsequent exaltation of his Lord. 
"Wherefore also God highly exalted him, and gave unto 
him the name which is above every name; that in the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven 
and things in earth and things under the earth, and that 
every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father" (Philippians 2 :9-11) . 
The exaltation of Jesus Christ involves His resurrec-
tion from the dead , His ascension into heaven, His position 
throughout this age at the right hand of God, and His 
second coming to judge all men. Let us emphasize each 
of these elements in the vindication of God's Son. 
. More than any other act in Jesus' ministry the resur-
rection demonstrated His power and authority. He proved 
His control of nature in His miracles of healing. He exer-
cised power over the minds of men by knowing their 
thoughts on many occasions even before they declared 
themselves. He forgave men's sins through His divine rela-
tionship with God , the Father. Though His miracles were 
undisputed , though His power to know men's minds was 
recognized, and though He obviously gave relief to the 
sin-stricken, the Lord was still rejected by many . His claim 
to authority was misinterpreted to be blasphemy against 
the very God He represented (John 10: 31-33) . 
But the resurrection silenced these enemies for it 
ratified the power and expressed the authority that Christ 
had claimed to possess all along. "Who was declared to 
be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit 
of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead; even Jesus 
Christ our Lord" ( Romans 1 : 4). As Bernard Ramm has 
remarked , "The Resurrection is the miracle of the New 
Testament." 
The resurrection of Christ became a central doctrine 
of early Christian preaching . The Apostle Paul defined the 
gospel in I Corinthians 15: 1-4 as the death, burial, and 
resurrection of Christ. Later in the rnme chapter, he em-
phasizes the centrality of the resurrection to the gospel mes-
sage. "And if Christ hath not been raised, then is our 
preaching vain, your faith also is vain . . . and if Christ 
hath not been raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in 
your sins" (I Corinthians 15: 14, 17). 
Our Lord's resurrection from the dead was the con-
certed effort and united accomplishment of all the God-
head. According to the first exposition of the resurrection 
message by Peter, God the Father was directly involved. 
"Whom God raised up, having loosed the pangs of death; 
because it was. not possible that he should be holden of 
if' (Acts 2 :24) . 
God , the Son also actively participated in this im-
portant event. Jesus promised during His personal ministry. 
"Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up " 
(John 2: 19). When speaking of His life on another occa-
sion Jesus remarked, "No on~ taketh it away from me, but 
I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it down, and 
I have power to take it again" ( John 10: 18). 
God, the Holy Spirit also played a major role in 
the raising of Christ to life again. Paul says, "But if the 
Spirit of him that raised uo Jesu~ from the dead dwelleth 
in you, he that raised up Christ Jesus from the dead shall 
give life also to your mortal bodies through his Spirit that 
dwelleth in you" ( Romans 8: 11 ) . 
No , this was no sideline affair in the life of Chr ist 
So great was the resurrection, so important to the entire 
human family, that God - the Father , the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit - united , as they have been since before the 
creation of the world, to perform this mighty demonstra-
tion . 
Finally, let it be remarked that the resurrection per-
formed at least two great functions. According to Colos-
sians 1: 18, Jesus Christ, the resurrection Lord. is "the 
beginning , the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he 
might have the preeminence." The resurrection of Christ 
holds promise for our return to life after death and demands 
our steadfast obed ience to the will of Christ. 
But the resurrect ion terminated in Christ's ascension 
to heaven. Jesus moved toward this return to His heavenly 
abode from the day of His resurrection. Ea rly on the resur -
rection Sunday, He remarked to Mary Magdalene, "Touch 
me not ; for I am not yet ascended unto the Father: but 
go unto my brethren , and say to them , I ascend unto my 
Father and your Fath er, and my God and your God " 
(John 20:17). 
The fact of the ascension is no less evidenced empiric-
ally than the resurrection . No small wonder the apostles 
could speak so convincingly of these marvelous events -
they had seen them with their own eyes. Having charged 
the apostles to wait in Jerusalem until they received the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit enabling them to preach the 
gospel, Jesus ascended into heaven while the apostles 
watched intently. 
Allow Luke, the gifted historian of inspiration, to 
relate what occurred. "And when he had said these things , 
as they were looking, he was taken up; and a cloud re-
ceived him out of their sight. And while they were looking 
stedfastly into heaven as he went, behold two men stood 
by them in white appare l; who also said, Ye men of 
Galilee, why stand ye looking into heaven ? This Jesus , 
who was received up from you into heaven, shall so come 
in like manner as ye beheld him going into heaven " (Acts 
1 :9-11). 
In a day when these basic truths of Christianity are 
so lightly regarded and even, in rnme quarters , ridiculed, 
we proclaim our faith in Christ's bodily resurrection and 
ascension . Before the eyes of the aoostle\ Jesus ascended 
into heaven even as He had appeared among them on many 
occasions during the forty days between the resurr ection 
and the ascension. It was on the basis of this observable 
event and others, that the apostle~ went forth to preach the 
gospel to the whole creation suffering untold misery, per-
secution, and death for what they preached. The modern, 
comfortable and vain critic will never explain their demon-
strations of faith and convic tion . 
Jesus returned to heaven for at least three specific 
reasons . Fir st, He had promised the Apostles that they 
would be miraculously guided by the Holy Spirit in their 
preaching to the world. But He also indicated , " It is ex-
pedient for you that I go away ; for if I go not away, the 
Comforter will not come unto you; but if I go, I will send 
him unto you" (John 16:7). The Comforter is identified 
as the Holy Spirit in John 14:26, "But the Comforter, even 
the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name , 
he shall teach you all thing s, and bring to your remem-
brance all that I said unto you." Our Lord ascended in 
orde r to make room for another member of the Godhead 
to work among men . 
Jesus also returned to heaven so that He could pre-
pare for His second coming to judge the world . In glory 
He is now making ready for that day described in Mat-
thew 25: "But when the Son of man shall come in his 
glory, and all the angels with him, then shall he sit on the 
throne of his glory; and before him shall be gathered all 
the nations : and he shall separate them one from another , 
as the shepherd separa teth the sheep from the goats" (Mat-
thew 25:31, 32) . 
The most familiar passage with regard to this reason 
for Christ's return to heaven is. John 14: 1-3. "Let not your 
heart be troubled : believe in God, believe also in me. In 
my Father's house are many mansion s; if it were not so, 
I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for 
you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I come again, 
and will receive you unto my self; that where I am, there 
ye may be also" (John 14:1-3). 
Jesus Christ went back to heaven in full vindication 
of His humiliati on. From His despised death by crucifixion, 
to burial in a borrowed tomb, to the right hand of God -
that was the route our Lord traveled! How deeply and 
wonderfully it testifies to a principle He taught during 
His personal ministry . "Every one that exalteth himself 
shall be humbled; and he that humbl eth himself shall be 
exalted" ( Luke 14: 11 ) . Our Lord was exalted to the 
same degree that He had been abased . From the lowest 
depths to which the forces of evil could push Him to the 
most glorious heights which heaven offers, our Lord made 
His spiritual pilgrimage. "So then the Lord Jesus , after 
he had spoken unto them, was received up into heaven, 
and sat down at the right hand of God" (Ma rk 16: 19). 
This position , at the right hand of God , was con-
sidered very foolish just a few days earl ier. Caiaphas , the 
Jewish high priest, must have laughed at the Lord's state-
ment about His place alongside God . "But he held his 
peace, and answered nothing. Again the high priest asked 
him, and saith unto him, Art thou the Christ, the Son 
of the Blessed? And Jesus said, I am : and ye shall see 
the Son of man sitting at the right hand of Power , and 
coming with the clouds of heaven" (Ma rk 14:61 , 62) . 
Just o~e empty claim, just one unfulfilled promise , just one 
false word, and Christianity would never have become the 
mighty force Christ claimed it to be. No , Jesus' answer 
to Caiaphas was not ridiculous now. 
The .Tews of all people should have known of this 
event. Their own prophe ts had predict ed every facet of 
Jesus' life. They had not left His return to heaven un-
noticed. "I saw in the night visions, and, behold, there 
came with the clouds of heaven, one like unto a son of 
man, and he came even to the ancient of days, and they 
brought him near before him. And there was given him 
dominion, and glory, and a kingdom , that all the peoples , 
nations, and language s should serve him : his dominion is 
an everlasting dominion . which shall not pass away. and 
his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed " ( Dani el 
7:13, 14). 
What had qualified Christ for such an exalted posi-
tion? The New Testament clearly indicate s that it was the 
work which He accomplished that allowed His return to 
heaven. The writer of the Epistle To The Hebrews suggests. 
th at Christ' s sacrifices for our sins made His return to glory 
possible. "Who being the effulgence of his glory, and the 
very image of his substance, and upholding all things by 
the word of his power, when he had mad e purification of 
sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high" 
(Hebrews 1: 3). With full provision for man' s redemption 
provid ed, Christ return ed to God. The rnme author also 
says that Christ, "through his own blood, entered in once 
for all into the holy place , having obtained eternal redemp-
tion" (Hebrews 9:12) . 
But the exaltation of Christ will not be final and 
complete until He returns to judg e all men. Men are still 
mockin g the Son of God. Many deliberate ly ridicule His 
person and work. Other s unde rmine His influence throu gh 
hypocritic al professions of Him. Some iu,t ignore Him. 
But one day all will truly and como letely honor Him . "Fo r 
neither doth the Fath er judge any man , but he hath given 
all judgment unto the S'.m; th1t all may honor the Son, 
even as they honor the Father" ( John 5: 22, 23). 
This is what Paul had in mind in our text when he 
said, "That in the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of 
things in heaven and things on eart h and things und er the 
earth, and th at every tongue should confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father" (Philip-
pians 2:10, 11) . 
But mind you, such a univer sal confession of Jesus 
Christ will not ava il for those who have previously rejected 
Him. At the judgment when all honor and confess Christ, 
if will be to the glory of God , NOT the salvation of here-
tofor e rebellious souls! Someone has rightly rema rked , 
"There will be no infidels in hell." Eve n those separated 
from the righteous and condemned to eternal punishment 
will confess the Lord 's name and honor His Person, at 
Christ' s coming. 
Nowhere is the return of Chri st so vividly pictured 
as in II Thessalonians I : 7-9. Watch carefully as the apos tle 
Paul pictures the vindicatio n of Christ's humili ation and 
the completion of His exaltation. "And to you that are 
afflicted rest with us, at the revelat ion of the Lord Jesus 
from heaven with the angels of his power in flaming fire , 
rendering vengeance to them that know not God, and to 
them that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus: who 
shall suffer punishment , even etern al destruction from the 
face of the Lord and from the glory of his might. " 
It is utter folly not to study carefully and listen 
intently to the gospel narrati ves of Christ's life of humilia-
tion. To hear their combined voices is to believe in Christ. 
John said, "These are written , that ye may believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye 
may have life in his name " (J ohn 20: 31). 
What reason or force could keep a believer in Christ 
from humiliating himself as Christ was humiliated in re-
pentance of all his wrongs . Jesus said, "He that humbleth 
himself shall be exalted" (Luke 14: 11 ) . Repentance is 
the Biblically prescribed way for such humility to become 
a reality in our lives. 
So I give myself to Him publicly acknowledging His 
divinity and sovereignty. "Because if thou shalt confess 
with thy mouth Jesus as Lord , and shalt believe in thy 
heart that God raised him from the dead, thou shalt be 
saved: for with the heart man believeth unto righteousness: 
and with the mouth confession is made unt o salvation " 
(Romans 10 :9, 10) . 
But it was in his humiliating death that He entirely 
gave Himself for you and me. In a small way that same 
death can become a part of our lives today! Paul describes 
how this happens. "Or are ye ignorant that all we who 
were bapti zed into Christ Jesus were bapti zed into his 
death? We were buried therefore with him through baptism 
into death: that like as Christ was raised from the dead 
through the glory of the Fa ther , so we also might walk 
in newness of life" (Romans 6:3,4). 
Just think, not only can one be unit ed with Christ in 
the likene ss of His death , but he thereby bec omes unit ed 
with Him in the glory of His resurrection. "Fo r if we have 
become united with him in the likeness of his death, we 
shall be also in the likeness of his resurr ect ion" (Roman s 
6:5). 
When we heed the commands of Christ in faith , re-
pentance , confession, and bapti sm, we participate in His 
humiliation and exaltation . We thereby prep are ourselves 
for living the Chri stian life in anticipation of the final judg-
ment and eternal life with God . Our Lord went back to 
heaven because He had fulfilled God's purpose for His 
life. Are you realizing God's plan in your life? 
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